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A newly built modern
farmhouse promises
to be home for
generations to come.,

WRITTEN AND STYLED
BY CHARLOTTE SAFAVI

PHOTOGRAPHED BY ROBERT RADIFERA
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Avintage schoolhouse bench sits across from the
foyer table, with a graphic black-and-white rug to add
pattern and texture to the room.

(opposite) Black spindle-back chairs pull up to a custom
bench in the informal dining area on the open floor
plan. The archway has a brick finish, which adds to the
modern farmhouse feel.
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“We weren't building our dream home

"

W hen you want to live on a farm, there’s no
better architectural style than a farmhouse.

just for looks, but to actually live on a farm,

says Nichole Brown, who shares this four-

bedroom, 5,295-square-foot farmhouse on 23 acres in Nokesville,
Virginia, with her family. She lives there with her husband, Michael,
and their children, Emma and William.“When | pictured a home on
a farm, it was a white, hardy plank home, with lots of windows and

wide-open porches to look out over the fields!

COUNTRY ARCHITECTURE

Architect Timothy Clites and builder Jonathan Caron joined forces
in 2018 to help the Brown family’s dreams come true, building a
picture-book farmhouse, right down to the barn-red front door.
"The story-and-a-half design created a smaller overall massing,
while dormers and gables added interest,’ says Timothy of the

home’s exterior."We selected materials and chose our vernacular

from the Virginia countryside, from the standing seam metal roof
to the exposed tail rafters and the board-and-batten siding”

(left) The ultimate modern farmhouse door in bright red serves as a welcoming beacon
from the curbside. The foyer’s star-shape light pendant adds a bit of rustic glam to
the space.

(below) A gray sectional provides plenty of seating in the living area, which also has

custom built-ins around the TV. The chandelier defines the space from above.
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mostly high-
contrast black
and white, with
neutral gray.”
—Nichole Brown
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Inside, the home flows from a tidy foyer through a salvaged-brick veneer archway

into an open main living floor plan. “The majority of the wall covering in the house is
shiplap,’says Jonathan.“We installed over 600 pieces.The interior finishes also include
what Timothy refers to as “a mix of new farmhouse’ materials: wide-plank white oak floors,
painted paneling and salvaged timber and brick accents!

The timbers define spaces on the open floor plan, with the informal dining area
sandwiched between the living and kitchen spaces.“It was important to us to have lots of
room for easy entertaining and plenty of seating,’adds Nichole, who loves to host friends
and family at the farm.

CREATING HOME

For décor, the Browns brought a few pieces from their previous home, such as the
mahogany hutch and farmhouse table in their formal dining room, which is through an
open casement off the kitchen. But mainly the homeowners acquired pieces to fit the
new house. "My decorating palette was mostly high-contrast black and white, with neutral
gray, Nichole says.“l added patterns with details like wallpaper, tiles and some upholstery
choices, like the overscale buffalo check that | love!

The formal dining room also features buffalo-check-upholstered chairs and a petite
botanical wallpaper print.“We included this space because Michael recalled birthday
parties and special holidays that were celebrated in a formal dining room and wanted to
continue that experience with this family,’ says Timothy.
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Low-backed counter barstools in user-friendly pleather pull
up to quartz counters on the kitchen island for easy meals.
The cabinets are two-toned, with white on the outer edge of

the kitchen and light gray for the island.
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of room for easy entertamlng and
plenty of seating.” - Nichole Brown
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(above) The formal dining room is a study in pattern, Of course, the kitchen is the true hub of the home. This one features clean-lined

with black wainscoting offset by the black-and- flat-inset white paneling, a contrasting gray-painted island with X-detailing and a fun

white wallpaper on the upper half of the walls. herringbone-tiled backsplash.

Nichole paired the farmhouse table with chairs

upholstered in an overscale buffalo check, Nichole's love of graphic tile is also seen in the master bathroom, which features his-

and-her vessel sinks set atop a wall-to-wall vanity, as well as quilt-inspired patterned floor
tiles. The master bedroom itself has a soaring vaulted ceiling and painted paneled walls for

a cozy effect in such an expansive room.“Michael had the idea for the hearth room,"says

Nichole. This intimate space on the other side of the floating brick fireplace also services
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the living area, with its large sectional sofa and custom built-ins.”l was hesitant about it at

first, but the hearth room has become my favorite space. | drink coffee there daily, and it
has the best views from inside”

“This was a smooth custom home to build,"says Jonathan of the Browns'new modern
farmhouse.“Tim’s plans were spot-on and we had a great team of subs and craftsmen to
execute the homeowners'wishes!

973 SEE SOURCES, PAGE 128, t&t<

(above) The herringbone-patterned tiles for the
backsplash create a modern vibe, while the apron sink
provides more traditional farmhouse aesthetics.
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In the master bedroom, the soaring A-line ceiling is
the star of the show, complemented by white casing
to frame the windows and simple furniture that
adds a wood accent.

(opposite, top left) A wrought-iron lantern hangs above
a freestanding bathtub in the master bathroom,
with a rustic stool holding sundries.

(opposite, top right) Son William's en suite bathroom
contains dark wood cabinetry with more rustic wood
paneling and blue paint.

(opposite, bottom) The powder room mirrors the formal
dining room with wainscoting (this time in subway
tile), plus black-and-white wallpaper along the top
half of the wall. The pedestal sink and brass
lighting fixture add a hint of formality.

- X

[ . : = - ,
G X e
e - ;—\.ﬂ e
w2t T =
g e : i L =
L - il gt
St g 2
104 « AMERICAN FARMHOUSE STYLE -
"

~2“l*"\/\/@ %ng Wremf}and chose

our vernacular from the Virginia
countryside, from the standing seam
metal roof to the exposed tail rafters
and the board-and-batten siding.”
—Timothy (lites



BLACK AND

WHITE [ ancc

Love the black-and-white look? Here's how to balance dark
and light colors in your home.

USE A WHITE FOUNDATION. Having too much black will
make a room feel small and dark. Take inspiration from Nichole's
design and start with white as the foundation of your color
scheme. Walls are a good place to begin.

BLACK ACCENTS. Once you have your white foundation, use
black as an accent color. For example, in the master bathroom,
the white walls are offset by the black on the vanity, which
doesn't overwhelm the room because it's a secondary color.
NATURAL LIGHTING. If you have a room with a lot of natural
light, like Nichole's master bedroom, you can be a little more
creative with your use of black. In a space like this, don't be afraid
to go bold with a feature wall or another large use of black.
DON'T FORGET TEXTURE. Don't forget to add texture and
pattern wherever you can in your black-and-white color
scheme. Nichole uses pattern and texture in her fabrics, on
wallpaper and in floor and backsplash tiles.




Armchairs in black-and-white buffalo check provide
perches in the hearth room in front of the two-sided
floating brick fireplace. The dreamy property
stretches out in the backyard.




(top) A wood wall covering adds a rustic touch to the bedroom of Nichole’s son, William, alongside the classic buffalo check and a hide rug.

(above) The master bathroom’s quilt-inspired tilework continues the black-and-white theme, and the dark paint on the vanity works well alongside the white shiplapped walls.
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